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consequently, are for ever obliged to vary their mea-
sures, and obviate every new accident by some new
contrivance,

By men of this disposition, my lords, a temper by which
they are certainly very little qualified for legislators, the
bill now before us seems to have been drawn up, for their
atteution is evidently so engaged by the present occur-
rences, that there is no place left for any regard to distant
contingencies. The conclusion of this war is to them the
period of human existence, the end of all discord and all
policy. They consider Spain as the only enemy with whom
we can ever be at variance, and have, therefore, drawn up
a law, a law without any limitation of time, to enable us to
oppose her. They have with great industry and long
searches discovered, that cruisers on this side cape Finis-
terre, may be of use against the Spaniards, and propose,
therefore, that in all times of war they are to be despatched
to that individual station, though we should be engaged
in disputes with the northern crowns, or fit out fleets to
make conquests in the East Indies.

In all our wars, my lords, however judiciously concerted,
and however happily concluded, the pleasures of success
have been abated by the mortification of losses, and some
complaints have been at all times mingled with the shouts
of triumph. How much soever the glory of the nation has
been elevated, the fortunes of particular persons have been
impaired, and those have never thought themselves recom-
pensed by the general advantages of the publick, who have
suffered by the acquisition of them; they have always ima-
gined themselves marked out for ruin by malevolence and
resentment, and have concluded that those disasters which
fell upon them only by the common chance of war, were
brought on them by negligence or design.

The losses of our merchants in the present war must be
acknowledged to have been more than common, but if we
examine accurately into the causes that may be assigned
for so great a number of captures, we shall find them such
as this law will have no tendency to remove, such as might
be easily imagined: before the commencement of hostilities,